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GREEN TWP., Ohio – You don't tug on Superman's cape, you don't

spit into the wind, and you don't break into a Cincinnati Police car.

But a brazen burglar was able to steal a rifle and a Taser out of a

locked cop car this week.

District 2 Capt. Jeff Butler said Officer Charles Zophi followed policy

by keeping the rifle in a protective case and  even went above and

beyond with five locking mechanisms to keep the gun secured.

"They never broke the locks," Butler said. "They were able to pry into,

do some more significant damage in order to get to it, and somehow

I'm still amazed how they were able to retrieve it out of there."

Neighbors on quiet Ridgewood Avenue were shocked. The burglar or

burglars also broke into several other vehicles in the neighborhood

that night.

Dianne Willemstein has lived on Ridgewood for seven years and said

this is the first big crime she's seen in a long time.

"It kind of surprised me because I wouldn't think they would even try

to break into a police car," she said.

Police believe the cop car wasn't targeted, They say the thief probably

wasn't even from the area.

 "They travel, they look for spots, opportunities, they're in quick,

they're out quick and then they go to the next one," Butler said.

"Obviously, there is a concern to us from the police department that

you have this type of weapon that is now, for lack of better words,

loose on the street."

Cincinnati Police say they're pretty confident they'll find whoever

stole those items, but if you have any information, call Crime

Stoppers at (513) 352-3040.
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