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Darren Smith, 43, bit an officer and was punched several times in an arrest he claims
was 'heavy-handed'

A criminal who claimed he carried a Taser to harm himself may sue police over an arrest in
which he bit an officer’s inner thigh.

Darren Wayne Smith, 43, was punched repeatedly after jumping off a roof and hiding in a
hedge to avoid police, a court heard.

His advocate Graham Silvester said he was seeking redress through the civil courts after
reacting to “heavy-handed arrest techniques”.

He said Smith was punched several times and suffered a broken ankle during the arrest.

Smith fled when police went to his Middlesbrough home over an alleged breach of bail
and a stolen bicycle.

He did not want to be arrested as he was supporting a bereaved relative, said Mr Silvester.

Judge Tony Briggs told Smith: “You realised they were after you. You disappeared instead of
just staying and finding out what it was all about.

“You disappeared over the roof, fell and damaged your ankle in that fall.

“You hid in a hedge. You resisted arrest when there was absolutely no need to do so.

“In the course of the police attempt to arrest you, you bit an officer.

“The biting is a particularly visceral performance, particularly when you maintained that
grip.”

He said the officer was not badly hurt but suffered anxiety over whether he had caught an
infection from the bite.

He added cannabis user Smith was hit to loosen his grip as officers tried to put handcuffs
on him.

“Cannabis is very frequently associated with loss of control, bouts of violence and total
over-reaction to normal situations,” the judge said.

“On this occasion that’s precisely what happened.”

The violent arrest on November 2 last year was one of two brushes with the law which
earned Smith a jail term yesterday.

He was caught with a stun gun and a small amount of cannabis as he rode an off-road
bike on a footpath on Saltersgill Avenue, Saltersgill, Middlesbrough on May 30 last year.

The gun, charged but not armed, was capable of discharging about 10,000 volts and
incapacitating another person.

Smith said he bought it from a friend, did not realise it was illegal to own it and had it in
public by accident.

“The stun gun was to be used on no one but himself as a method of self-harm,” added Mr
Silvester.

“He suffers from low mood swings and low self esteem.”

Judge Briggs said Smith might not have intended to use the gun but was “prone to over-
react” to stressful situations.

Smith, of Hedingham Close, Grove Hill, Middlesbrough, admitted two weapon possession
charges and cannabis possession.

He denied assaulting the officer causing actual bodily harm and handling stolen goods,
and was convicted by a jury after a trial.

His record included a six-year jail term for robbery in 2005.

Encouraged by the fact that Smith had sought medical assistance, the judge jailed him for
18 months.

A Cleveland Police spokesman said: “This is yet another example of the dangers officers
face on a daily basis – on this occasion suffering injuries as a result of simply carrying out
their day to day job.

“Hopefully the sentence will allow Smith to reflect upon the violence he inflicted upon
one of our officers.”
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what a tool
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Who is the daftest him or his 'advocate' who is, presumably, dealing with
the civil case?
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This idiot now wants to sue the Police because of the way he was treated!!
What the hell did he expect? Clearly resisted arrest then bit an officer on
the thigh & held on!!! I would have punched him as well & he would have
had more than an injured ankle to show for his actions. He also had a stun
gun on him 'by accident' don't you just hate it when that happens? oops I
have accidentally brought my stun gun out with me!
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