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Houston police looking for armed men who robbed 3 stores in 2 hours
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Houston police are searching for two armed men who robbed three stores within about two hours
Wednesday morning. In one of the robberies, one of the men used a Taser to shock a clerk into
submission. Phil Archer reports. 

Houston police are searching for two armed men who robbed three stores within about two hours Wednesday morning. In one of the
robberies, one of the men used a Taser to shock a clerk into submission.

Police say the men robbed the Petro Texas store in the 10800 block of Bissonnet at 6:12 a.m. Wednesday. They took cash from the register and
safe.

They moved on to the A1 Food Mart in the 7600 block of Cook Road about an hour later.

Surveillance video shows the masked men rush into the store. One thief attempted to enter the cashier's cage by going over it while the other
tried to pry open the door.

The frightened clerk eventually opened the door after one of the men pointed a gun at him.

“The door was locked but they tried to frighten the clerk, saying either you open the door or we're going to shoot you,” said store manager,
Pradeed Maharjan-Dangol.

Once inside, one off the gunmen apparently decided the clerk wasn't moving fast enough and shocked him with a Taser, knocking the man to the
floor. 

“While he was there trying to open the register, and because he was panicked, he couldn't open it, so they tasered him to make him scared.”
Maharjan-Dangol said.

The robbers cleaned out the cash drawer, then broke into the ATM machine. They forced the clerk to remove the cash box and hand it over. One
of the gunmen then tried to break into a row of 8 Liner machines. He used a pistol to shoot a padlock on one of the machines but was unable to
break it open.

Then around 8 a.m. the men hit a Valero store in the 4000 block of Synott. They took cash from the register, but became frustrated when the
clerk was unable to open the safe. One of the suspects pistol-whipped him before leaving. The clerk was treated and released at West Houston
Hospital for minor wounds.

The robbers got away in a stolen Dodge Durango that they abandoned a short distance away, switching to a white van.

Houston Crimestoppers is offering a reward of up to $5,000 for information leading to their arrest.
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