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Details of Stradivarius violin theft released
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SHOW TRANSCRIPT

MILWAUKEE — A coda to what some have called Milwaukee's Crime of the Century:

Prosecutors tell WISN 12 News about the deal cut to locate a stolen 300-year-old violin.

Salah Salahadyn was sentenced this week for stealing the Stradivarius

violin by shooting Frank Almond, the Milwaukee Symphony

Orchestramaster who plays it, with a Taser.

Almond left a performance at Wisconsin Lutheran College on Jan. 27,

and suddenly found himself being shocked by a Taser. Police said a

man in a fur hat then took the violin and ran off.

"My first thought was 'Who would want it?'" said prosecutor David

Robles. "Because what are you going to do with it? It's like stealing the

Mona Lisa."

Speculation began to swirl around black market bootleggers, the Russian mob or even fine arts

thieves. But investigators found clues at the scene that pointed to a group a little less organized.

"I'm sure he thought of himself as a fine art thief," Robles said of Salahadyn, who was in police

custody soon after the heist.

Confetti ID tags that were part of the Taser guy traced back to a Milwaukee barber, Universal

Knowledge Allah. He told detectives he bought it for a friend, a friend who had been talking about

stealing the violin for the better part of a decade.

WISN 12 News obtained the video of the early interrogation of Salahadyn. He is seen taunting

detectives with his art knowledge and his denial in the theft.

When asked if he knew what a Stradivarius was, Salahadyn responded, "I do. I know what a

Picasso is. I know what a Van Gogh is. I know what a Lichtenstein is."

But he denied stealing the violin.

"I couldn't sell it," he said. "I can't play it. I couldn't put it on display. What would be the point?"

After search warrants failed to produce the Stradivarius, Robles was charged with crafting a plea

deal that would shake loose information that would lead investigators to the violin while still

satisfying Almond and the violin's owner.

He said Salahadyn tore up the first written offer. It took two days to eventually close the deal.

"He will take us to the violin and it's going to be tonight," Robles told Almond on the phone.

Attorneys, investigators and Salahadyn loaded into cars and drove the convoy to Bay View. But

things became tense when Salahadyn couldn't identify the house.

"We're driving, up and down streets," Robles said. "And he's trying to pick out the house. (He) knew

it by sight, not by address."

Finally, just off Kinnickinnic, Salahadyn spotted the house. As investigators went to the unheated

attic, Salahadyn told them where to find the Stradivarius.

"There she is, the violin," Robles said. "It looks rather ordinary. But it's not the looks, it's the sound

that's produced when the right person plays it."

"Getting it in my hands and just playing it was completely bizarre," Almond said one day after the

violin was recovered.

Almond continues to perform with the Stradivarius, but with increased security measures.

Salahadyn began serving his seven-year robbery sentence this week, and Allah is serving a three-

year term for providing the Taser used in the crime.

The getaway driver was not charged as part of the plea deal. Salahadyn's deal included a promise

not to prosecute the mother of his children.
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