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A stun gun user has been jailed after a passing off duty policeman
recognised the sound of the weapon from his Taser training.

Scott Cann handed the 1.2 million volt device to a friend who was
spotted using it in the street by the special constable who was cycling
past at the time.

He alerted uniformed officers who arrested Cann nearby and found
the box for the stun gun in his bedroom, Exeter Crown Court was told.

Cann claimed he had bought it from a group of youths because he
wanted to take it off the streets but he was jailed after a Judge rejected
his excuse.

He was subject to a mandatory sentence under strict gun laws
because the weapon is disguised as a torch and is classed as a
concealed firearm.

Cann, aged 32, of Winchester Avenue, Torquay, admitted having an
illegal firearm and was jailed for four years by Judge Erik Salomonsen.

The Judge told him he accepted he had not used the stun gun but did
not accept his explanation about how he came to own the weapon.

He said:”This weapon was made in China and was capable of
discharging 1.2 million volts, compared to a police Taser which
discharges 50,000. It is a weapon covered by the firearms act.”

Mr Gareth Evans, prosecuting, said an off duty British Transport Police
special constable was cycling down Barton Road in Torquay on April 30
last year when he saw three men standing together.

He saw one of them with a black object in his hand which he pushed
towards the third man.

Mr Evans said:”He heard a crackling sound and during his role as a
Special Constable he had heard the same sound when a police Taser
was discharged and realised the noise he heard was very similar.

“He cycled 20 metres away and continued to look at the men. He saw
one, who he believed to be Cann, clench his fists and say ‘come on
then, you f***er’. He phoned the police and reported what he had
seen.”

He was found with the weapon and a search of Cann’s home revealed
the box for the taser which was marked as ‘KL618 Self Defensive
flashlight’.

He claimed he had bought it from youths and intended to drop it
down a drain but had not done so.

Mr Lee Bremridge, defending, said Cann had a bad record for violence
in the teens and 20s but is a changed man as a result of developing a
lesion on his brain which has led to epilepsy.
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